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Covey, Roger (NE)

From: Miles Hoskin [miles.hoskin@cmer.co.uk]

Sent: 19 April 2008 15:11

To: Cook, Kevan (NE)

Cc: Covey, Roger (NE)

Subject: Pacific oysters & mechanical oyster dredging in the Helford

Attachments: Lower Fal & Helford SSSI_Unit 1_Helford map.jpg; C gigas in Helford 008.jpg; C gigas in
Helford 010.jpg; C gigas in Helford 004.jpg; C gigas in Helford 005.jpg; C gigas in Helford
006.jpg

Hi Kevan,

Further to our conversation on Friday, please find attached some recent photos of Pacific oysters in the
intertidal zone on The Bar, which is just east of Pedn Billy at the mouth of Porthnavas Creek. Also attached is
the map that | downloaded from the NE website that led me to think that this area was within the Lower Fal &
Helford SSSI. I'm presuming here that SSSI is denoted on this map by areas covered by the yellow shading
with black squares...the circle and arrow show where the photos of Pacifics were taken.

If this area where Pacifics are being deposited and harvested is intertidal SSSI, has this operation been given
any of the forms of official consent required under section 28E of the CRoW Act?

| watched the piece about the Duchy Oyster Farm on BBC SW's ‘Inside Out’ programme last night and was
somewhat taken aback to see that they're harvesting oysters in the estuary using a powered vessel towing
two large metal-framed dredges, one-aside; basically like a mini-scallop dredging arrangement. If you didn't
get a chance to see it, you can view it via the BBC website at:

http://www . bbc.co. uk/iplayer/page/item/b00b3s8l shtmi ..its the second item in the programme and you fast-
forward to it by scrolling forward 9 minutes.

| realise that the Environment Agency's byelaw specifies that it is only mechanical scallop dredging that's
prohibited within their area of the SAC, but this oyster dredge would seem to present precisely the same
concerns re disturbance to the seabed. I'd been told that these oyster beds previously hadn't been
mechanically dredged for several decades, certainly not since the area became a SAC. Given that fan
mussels have been found in the Helford in recent years (admittedly, only four individuals), it is not impossible
that there might have been others in these newly dredged areas. Also, the MNCR Review reports live maer!
habitats in the narrows just upstream of Porthnavas Creek. Did the Duchy do any surveys of the nature

—. conservation interest in these areas, prior to dredging? And will this harvesting method also form part of the
Duchy's appropriate assessment?

Introducing Pacifics on mass into the Helford was bad enough, but it seems that they're whole operation is
pretty reckless with respect to the SAC...1 can well see why they're causing you and Roger headaches. Good )(
“luck with that.

Best regards,
Miles
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