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From: Cook, Kevan (NE)
Sent: 12 February 2008 15:47
To: Covey, Roger (NE)
Subject: fan Lange - CEFAS
Roger,

Following on from our discussion with Ben Wright last week, | have spoken to lan Lange at CEFAS regarding the
advice he may (or may not) have given Ben during their meeting.

According to lan, the meeting took place about a year ago and also included Sue Utting from Sea Fish.

lan said that he gave no definite opinion on whether or not the Diploid Pacific Oysters in the Helford would or would not
be likely to spawn. There are a number of factors that will influence the likelihood of spawning. However, the main one
of these is temperature. Not just the temperature on any given day but also the average daily temperature over the
preceding months (to enable successful gonadal growth). Given that there is no data available on the temperatures
reached in the Helford, lan was unwilling to comment on the probability of spawning. He did also mention, however,
that the May / June spawning time could be extended later into the summer if the conditions were suitable. (Hence the
~'d adage - Never eat Oysters if there no "R" in the month!)

lan said that Ben had discussed the possibility of placing the Diploid Pacifics in deeper water over the summer months
to keep them cooler but again, as there is no data available on the temperature profile of the water column, lan was
unwilling to comment.

I mentioned Ben's comments on the Triploid stock and in particular their lack of condition making them "unsellable" to
the markets and restaurants. lan said that this was not something he had heard before and thought that it unusual as
the point of Triploid stock was that their meat content was far higher as they were not using energy in gonad growth.
lan thought that the problem might be the lack of a suitable supply of Triploid spat for placement for use by the farm.

A further point mentioned by lan was that in Ben's interview with the BBC reporter for the Inside Out program, he (Ben)

had claimed that he had been given permission by CEFAS to proceed with the farm. This is not true. All that CEFAS X
have done is register the farm from a disease control point of view.

| think this is further evidence, were it needed, that Ben is trying to get round any restrictions that we may attempt to I {
place on the operation of the Oyster Farm. v
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