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Sent: 04 June 2008 09:09 ‘

To: Covey, Roger (NE)

Cc: Cook, Kevan (NE)

Subject: Funding Delay

Dear Roger,

I have been forwarded the following statement from Natural England by a journalist:

Natural England has a statutory duty to monitor activities on the Fal and Helford estuaries, a European Union designated
site as a Special Area of Conservation. The Marine and Fisheries Agency has agreed to issue a grant to Ben Wright,
leaseholder of the Duchy of Cornwall Oyster Farm at Port Navas, to assist with redevelopment costs, as long as certain
conditions are met . Natural England is concerned that these conditions have not been met, and have advised The Marine
and Fisheries Agency to consider holding back funds until an appropriate assessment is carried out on the impact of the
farm's activities and until the grant conditions are met.

This approach by Natural England is new to me. I am not aware of any failure to meet the
conditions and was unaware that Natural England had any concerns. In fact, in our last
correspondence, I confirmed that we had ordered triploid seed and I can now confirm that we have
taken delivery of that so our next “cycle” will be triploid.

Please can you clarify your concerns immediately as any delay in funding is likely to have a
catastrophic effect on our ability to continue trading and may lead to legal action.

Regards,
Ben

DUCHY OF CORNWALL
OYSTER FARM & FISHERY

HELFORD RIVER
PORT NAVAS

FALMOUTH
CORNWALL TRI11 5RJ

17/07/2008





